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„Ah! little think the gay licentious proud, 

„% Whom pleaſure, power, and affluence ſur- 
round ; 

« Ah! little think they while they dance along, 

How many teel, this very moment, death, 

« And all the fad variety of pain.— 

+ How many drink the cup 


&« Oc 2aleful grief, or cat the bitter bread 
** Ur miſery. — 
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S. IN. 

VERY Admuirer of human— 
ity mult allow that I have, 
with propriety, dedicated Trails 
o Human oe to one, who has a 
Mind rich, beyond the power of 
pecuniary worth: A monument 
which was raited here, by them 
who pitied the woes of human 
nature, will thow to ages, when 
tranſient ſplendor fades, how 
much YOU deſerved the reſpect 

ot Men. 

I am Sir, 
With due deference, 


The AUTHOR. 
Leiceſter, April 20, 1780. 
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READ EN. 


T is preſumed that the Can- 

did Critic will judge with 
tenderneſs of a production, pub- 
liſhed for Nobler Views than 
that of Learned Fame. 
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A N, the moſt wonderful being 
1 in the univerſe, is ſubject to 


more evils than the creatures which 
obey his will. His mechaniſm expoſes 
him, alike with them, to animal ſuffer- 
ings; but his mind is ſubject to poignant 
ſtings, ſtrangers to their more imperfect 
nature. Death comes in a thoutand ſhapes 
a terror to his foul, the near approach of 
which the rute has no conception. He 
ſtrives to evade by art, the miſery that 
awaits his feeting hours; but the ani- 


mal 
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mal at the hour of death is inſenſible of 
danger. Therefore, a pitying SpeCtator 
on the ways of Death, prepared for eter- 
nity, beholds the ſorrowing with com- 
paſſion, He ſhuns not the miſerable ob- 
jets of his nature that ſurround kim, 
but pities their complaints, and aleviates 
their diſtreſſes. Such an one will always 
find objects on whom to exerciſe the 
dictates of his benevolent heart: for in 
this life, trouble, affliction, and misfor- 
tune await, in ſorrewful variety, the 
ſucceſhen of every hour; and DEATH, 
the inſeparable lot of animated nature, 
arreſts alike, by a multiplicity of cauſes, 


the young, the vigorous, and the aged. 


Tui 
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T 1 E womb is no ſooner cloſed on 
ſome of its little dwellers, than death 
filences the ſorrowing indications of their 
birth, Others drop at the endearing age 
of childhood, and ſade, as it were, while 
looming. Some, ripened by the cares 
of parental love, and juft fitted for an in- 
tercourſe with the world, are ſnatched 
from the foſtered purpoſe, In the midſt 
of the laudable purſuits of induſtry and 
enterpriſe, in the firength of life, af- 
fliction forces others into the arms of 
death, big with mighty prejects.— All 
maſt die. —But ſee the aged, how calm- 
ly, how filently they fink to reft, falling 
beneath the ſcythe of Time, like the 
yellow harycf under the ſickle': power. — 

B Tis 
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"Tis not ſo with all. — Bchold that infant 
in its mother's arms, fevered by the an- 
guiſh of its impriſoned teeth breaking 
trom their cells. Pain baſlles the fond 
parent's efforts to appeatc its cries, —The 
breaſt affords no ret; it refuſes to be 
comforted ; it ſtruggles with the power 
ol death, and, in ſtrong convultions, 


pants, and dies. 


Dis rRTESSINS G as muſt be ſuch 
a ſcene to a compaſſionate beholder, yet 
kere is one beyond the power of deicripti- 
on.—ls that the lovely Boy, who was, 
a few days fince, the delight of this 
weeping circle, the cherubed picture of 
Rability ? alas! how miſerable now, not 
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2 trace of beauty to behold; the {ſweet 
{ymmetry ef his face is hidden by an hor- 
rid diſtemper; his once delightful features 
' WP NP a = .. 
are now lot amid' an ill thapened maſs 
of ſwelled matter, which emits a nauſe- 
ous fume. If this were Job's complaint, 
] ] claim in the language of 
well might he exclaim in the language o 
the moſt ſorrowful lamentation ; well 
might he covet death to ccaſe from tor- 
ment. Well might he ſay, O that 1 
*© might have my requeſt, and that God 
would grant me the thing that I long 
for !—Even that it would pleaſe God 
to d{firoy me; that he would let looſe 
* his hand and cut me off.” But thou, 
afflicted tenderling, art net capable of 
complaint: thy tongue, which once 


charmed 


— — 


— — 
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charmed with its endearing prattle, 1s 
now parched and ſtiffened, and thy mouth 
admits only a feather to give theo ineffect- 
ual ſuccour.— What a pitiable ſcene is 
this, —Methinks I hear a religious friend 
whiſpering this ſoothing admonition to 
the ſorrowing parent. Unhappy mother, 
could I bring comfort to thy troubled 
boſom, how pleaſurable would be the 
office. Suffer me to at! 17ÞT to app 
thy grief: I will offer no unkintiineſs to 
thy love: I wiſh to cheriſh the amiable 
ſenſation in proſpects 5nd the hae; 
for alas! no human efforts, I apprchend, 
can prevent a ſeparation from your child: 
he is haſtening to refit, from his alliguon, 


in the arms of his faving God—but 
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Aas! words are ineffectual - /s finks 


with grief—and her blollom-.1s no more. 


DE AaTnH, what havoc doſt thou 
make. Why docs thy cruct arm torture 
when deſtroying mortals? In che laſt 
moments of cur. exiſtence thou haſt 


compaſſion; lor even the ties of natur; 
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Prichee friend, what means this diſtreſſing 
ans for thou ſceme \t 1 ſent ſibly affected 
as thou paſſech with the croud of mourn- 
ers ?— Alas, Sir, tis Dr, Ryall's fon, 
drowned in yonders ſtream, attempting 
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to fave his beloved companion, who was 
bathiag—the unſortunate youths periſhed 
together, claſped in cach other's arms,— 
Ah me ! what Jemmy Ryail dead ? that 
lovely youth—the pride of Richel.— Was 
every effort uſed, that humanity has de- 
viſed to {ave the amiable youth from 
death ? Did the practice of the Humane 
Society fail, that noble and honourable 
inſtitution which ſo ſplendidly adorns the 
preſent age r—yes—In vain were every 
friendly and applicable aſſiſtance given, — 
He is gone for ever—never to return to 
the fond embraces of parental love. For 
this, ſweet youth, waſt thou ſo carefully 
trained in a virtuous and gentle educati- 
on, and accompliſhed in all the arts of 


pleaſing? Oh 
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On grim tormentor, when will thy 
conquering arm be enfecbled by flaugh- 
ter? or when wilt thou ſhow pity to the 


human race * ld, this once, one fad 


jcene in pity to man's Woes, See his un- 
happy parents, the miferable objects of 
thy power, tic coinforticis pair of woe, 
bewailing, in broken accents, their hap- 
lels fate: an only child—ſnatched from 
their affection in a fleeting moment be- 
fore, the fond hope of all their care, and 
now, a breathlets corpſe, In vain, here- 
after, ſhall nature ſend forth her fra- 
grant and gay ſplendour, her enchanting 
ſcenes can have no power on the pitiable, 
parental mourners ; for even her beau- 
teous variegated tints will but ſeem te 
mock their forrows, They live, per- 


haps, 
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haps, but to mourn a few ſad months, 


and dic of—Grict, 


Bur even deaths like theſe, com- 
pared with thoſe that fuccced the wreich— 
ed crimes of vice, are light in the ſcale 
of judgment. Oh Virtue, thou brilliant 
ornament to either ſex, how ſplendidly 
doſt thou acorn the female poſſeſſor; in 
Woman its charms 1nvigorate, whilit its 


bright example ſends bliſs to after ages. 


Ware x the latent ſchemes of luſt 
are diſcovered, and repelled, by female 
yirtue and penetration, how can we ad- 
mire the lovely conquerors too much ? 


1 4 : YE 
In this deviating age from conjugal fidel 


ity, I am perſuaded, there are many of 


the 
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the tender ſex that would ſpurn at the 
tyrant efforts of lawleſs love: who would 
extinguiſh the kindling flame of that dan- 
gerous fire, with an abhorreat indignati- 
on. But the wandering man of luft is 
the private enemy to peace. The ſervant 
of his neighbour, the child of his friend, 
or the wife of his neareſt relative, are no 
barriers to his deſtructive paſſion. His 
lacivrious appetite ſheds ſorrow, affliction, 
miſery, and death, within the circle ot his 


facinating power. 


BEHOLD that wan countenance, 
ſeated upon the co'd turf, giving ſuſ- 


tenance, from her breaſt, to that little 


heir to forrew, But a few months have 


C elapſcd 
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elapſed ſince ſhe was the ruddy, the ac- 
tive maideu of yon' dwclling. Thc 
cheerful warblers gave vigour to her in- 
duſtry, and her hours of ſervitude were 
paſſed in ſweet contentment, Pleaing 
were the flecting moments, when the 
artleſs tales of Colin enlisened the long 
evening of a winter's night: no cares 
diſturbed, no wants were known, But 
now alas, the ſocial hours, the hippy 
days are o'er ; nought but wretchednels 
is the ſtern ſentence, for one indiſeretion, 


upon the repenting n ournful parent, and 


unoffending babe. What, Mall the poor 


babe tufter miſery for its parent's crimes ? 
—Yes—Too commonly, in that caſe, 
doth the harmleſs infant bear the world's 


reproach, 
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reproach, and its bittereſt ſtings: and 
perhaps this ſprightly child (behold that 
endearing ſmile) may be portioned, du- 


1 x 4 , % i - , ' 1 & 1 J 
ring 115 exiſtence, * 75 2 ALLEN 0 Our La- 


Comnr hither, thou crue! father, with 
haſt been the tyrant cauſe of chis fad wor. 
Look upon this YOUng mother, whotc 
grief for an unguarded moment, when 
beſet with thy beguiling ſubtilty, hath 
bruught her to this ſtate of miſeryv. I. 
thy boſom be not a ſtranger to the tender 
feelings of compaſſion; if the pitying 
tear ever ſtole from thy cheek ; if thou 
art human, thy breaſt muſt commiſerate, 
Ind thy hand relieve, =But in yain ſhal! 


To 


9 
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we expect the amiable ſenſation of pity 
where virtue hath no. dwelling : the un- 
happy ſufferer, alas! too late, experi- 
ences the reverſe of love. 


Tu x oftcnder's father is the village 
juſtice ; in him the law ot cquity is dor- 
mant: ſor 10! the tyburn vehicle ap- 
proackes, by his order, to convey her to 
the receptacle of pariſh wretchedneſs 
* To bear the oppr::iior s wrongs, the 
40 10 , *FY FI | x- 15 912 ry N 7 

proud man s contumeiy, tie pangs ©! 


© deipiied love.“ 


Ir we turn our eyes from this aſtcét- 
ing ſcene, it doth but preſent us with a- 
notker more pitiable, The effects of this 


_ 


-. 
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bane ful vice are every where viſible to 
minds, replete wick virtue, and compal- 
ſion. 


Tu Ar ſable hearſe conveys the re- 


! * 


mains of a {ond father to their dark abode. 
— Hark—the ſolemn knell— Tis but fix 
ſhort days ſince the partner of his milcry, 
and once alas! the happy partner ot 
conjugal felicity was laid in the cold 
grave, where now jus body 1s deftined. 
Death hath triumphed over their extreme 


ſufferings. 


DRIN S the childhood of an only 
daughter, they were bleſt with her dutiful 
obedience; nor did her maturer years 


indicate 
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indicate the reverſe of a parent's fond, 
endearing hope of future bliſs, But how 
often are the towering expectations of 
human foreſight laid low in trouble? 


Iiſerable prognoſticators are we all. 


Tulis child of forrow was nurturcd 
with the tendereſt care. Before her was 
a maternal mirror of virtue, whoſe chars 
were not eclipſed by the black clouds of 
nuptual diſſention. Enough of the eſ- 
ſential comforts of this life were beſtow'd, 
by providence, upon her parents, that 
placed her far beyond the reach of indi- 
gence, —But what of that Can 1ichcs 
Protect againſt the baſe deſtroyer's power? 
No. They have no ciſicacy againit guile 


' 
and 
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and ſubtilty. Treachery Rings like an 
adder's poiton, and pain, miſery, and 
DEATH, are too frequently tune horrid 


EA. 
[UO!CQUENTE, 


A baſe viliain, armed with the wiles 
of deep ſeduction, levelled his injurious 
ſhaft at the young uniutpeCting female's 
heart, at an age when flattery is liable to 
pais for genuine love. The dangerous 
flame was ſeon kindled. The pretended 
lover fann'd it with complaiſance, dre!s, 
and vows of rectitude, till a fatal mo- 


meat robb'd her of her virtue, and her 


prace, 


To this ſucceeded the uſual effects, 
and 
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and the raſh fair one, to conceal tlie 
ſhame, became the murderer of her own 
ofispring.—Liſten, ye young virgins — — 
ſtern juſtice demands the murderer's life. 
—]Jn vain did ſhe cry for mercy.—In 
vain did her parents prayer, tears, death- 
like preſence, with hearts burſting in 
grief, plead, to evade the law's ſolemn 
decree. e died a death of fhame ; her 
comfortleſs parents a death ot ſorrow, 
and the dark injurer is left to the ſtings 
of agonizing guilt, to pierce his conſct- 


ence with remorſe. 


LET theſe aweful leſſons, ye virtuous 
daughters of the tender lex, be effectual 


warnings againſt the incontinent deſtroy- 


cr, 
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er; and chaſtity hall enrich you with 


the bleſſing of a mind at peace. 


ALso tor ve females, who have da- 
ed, in the preſence of Almighty God, 
to take the tolemn matrimonial vow of 
CHASTITY, I have a ftory, replete 
with human miterx. 

I 8 a gentec! town lived the parents of 
VIiranda.—She received a faſhionable 
education at a boarding ſchool, a few 
miles from thence. When unfettered 
from the ſervile reſtraints of a goycrneſs, 
nher exterior charms, which were adorn'd 
with all the pleaſing graces of nature, 
aided by dreſs, ſhone with the moſt cap- 


D tivating 
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tivating luſtre, She was the envy of one 
ſex, and the idol of the other. The dan- 


gerous ſtream ot praiſe and flattery be- 


dewed the ſeeds of ſelf-love, ariſing in 


her mind; which ſprang up to ſclt-pride, | 
, . RR WK 
the bane cf woman—thic cherifher of | 
contempt; the haughtv, the imperious : 
- oe” 1 
ſubſtitute for wiſdom. 
I the height of e this tranſient ſcene, 
1 
8 1 . - 1 | 
Miranda's parents paid the debt of na- 
. ture, who left her in policthon of an am- ; 
ple fortune, and at full liberty to beſtow 
Rs N {: 
ö herſelf, and it, upon whom her own 
l HELP O! 
þ young judgment ſhould ditate,— Pardon 
| ; | : In 
{ me a caution. ye riling fair ones. i 
Fr Je: 


j 1e. 
BE. 


bs 
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BP EW A RE of flattery. Depend not 
upon the ſoothings of a proteſſional, nor 


? " * . | ARGON * w* A * — , „ | 
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parent, guardian, or tend, in conduct 


ing the ſhppery moments of unexperi-— 
' 1 
ICC OUlils 


SHE was now ſurrounded by bending 
ſuppliants; ſome. exploring by ſoft per- 
ſuaſton the uncuarded heart. Others, 
aſſiſted by the alluring ſtrains of lively 
fancy, entecoled the powers of reſoluti— 
on. At length a youth of Mars, ' glow- 


CI 


ing with fervour for the 1 ob- 


ject, caught the hovering hand; and 


! ; R 
lezd the multipotent cha:mer to God's 
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ſacred Altar, to vow chaſtity, and obe- 


dicnce, till death ſhould ſeparate. 


-_ 11 . 
I mr young | ſoldier being now 


poſſeſſion of beauty, competence, and 


* 
. 1 
love, indulg'd himſelf with the pleaſing 
' 1 — 3 1 . - Wy 
thought of progreflive happineſs, For 


few ſucceſſive years, the fond pair drank 
deep of pleaſure's ſtrcam; in which peri- 
od they were bleſt with two lovely in- 
fants, miniatures ef themſel ves; but on a 
ſudden, the ſtream of gloomy wretched + 
| 


F? 10 cr * 199 ] l i 1 CO A 2 x + 217 
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poured its blackeſt cvils upon their heads. 


I n the ſame corps with Mr. Nlonſon 
was an officer in whom he had placed an 


Ainet 1 
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unlimitted confidence; and, indeed, their 
friend{hips, and their intereſts, ſeemed 
unalterably reciprocal, But an unreſerved 
admittance into Mr. Monſon's family, 
and the ſplendid charms ot his lady, be- 
gat the horrid thought of betraying lie 


7s - 
moſt . acred 1 endih is 


O! could I here ſtop the dreadful ſto- 
ry — but *tis imp. oſſible —waen the fair a 


to profit by the ſad cataſtrophc, 


3UT to be brief, The deceiver aided 
by an cloquent tongue, and what the 
world calls perſonal accompliſhments, 


dealt flattery with ſuch a potent charm, 


chat chaſtity grew light in the ponderate 


{ca'e * 
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ſcale : and when time, and opportunity, 
aſſiſted the horrid purpoſe, the deftroyer, 
f2:e6 the moment, and lead the loſt li- 
randa a victim to difhonour, —T he dead- 
ly poiſon was repeatedly adminiſtered.” 
Miranda became indifferent of ſhame, 
and cold to the endearment of her fond 
huſband. — He wondered at the change.—— 
In his breaſt ſuſpicion generated, —He 
brooded the yenom of jealouſy, vowing 
revenge, in ſecret, anticedent to the cer- 
tainty of their criminality, At laft the 
demon of revenge formed the black pur- 


poſe. On a certain day he pretendec ab- 


ſence from his family, the better to ſecrete 


h:mſelf at home, 


H L 
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H lay concealed with the arms of 
deſtruction. The ieducer came, and lead 
undone Nliranda to her kuſoanid s bed, — 
They paſled the unfuſpected hiding place 
—She yielded She fell. - Now revenge 
grew furious. Rage ſummoned the pow = 
ers of death.— The uplifted arm pierced 
the enamured criminals— again and again 
the wreeking poniard plung'd at lite, till 
tired with the bloody deed, the murderer 
paus'd in folemn ſilence, — — — Now 
the potent arm is ſtretched, —prepared tor 
ſelf- deſtruction. A while he ſtands im- 
moveable, in turns, armed by the awful 
ſpectres ot his vengeance, and unarmed 


by infant affection.--At laſt he points the 


extended 
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extended dagger to his breaſt, —and fall 


— 


—a raſh, but pitiable ſacrifice to injury. 


PAUs r, ye ſtricken fair ones. Suf-— 
fer the commilerating tear to fall mont 
the watery cye.— Who can turn mom this 
lnocking ſcene of woe without one fan 
of pity ? behold a wife, in the arms of 
ſeduction, at once detected, and deſtroy ed 
with her ſeducer: and alas' her huſband 
the deſtroyer, alike, the victun of death's 


power. 


L E r us profitably veil this ſpectacle 


of horror, wich a leſſon of inſtruction. 


Co ux ye irreſolute fair ones, and 


learn 


le. 
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learn wiſdom from the errors of your ſex. 
Repel the leaſt attack upon your virtue 
with indignation. Show luſt the charms 
of innocence, in tho firſt ſage of ripening 
years, and time, and circumſpection will 
place diſhonour in a glaring light, Copy 
from the gloiious elucidator, the virtuous 
Amelia, who, when preſſed, in the lonely 
tour of midnight darkneſs, by her lover, 
on whom ſhe doated, to grant the Jaſt fa- 
your, had the heroic courage to repel the 
invader's power, with contempt for life. 
„Leave me but my virtue (ſays the 
te ſtruggling fair one) and my life I will 
„ wiliingly reſign to treachery : for while 
«© you continue the baſe purpoſe, my un- 
equal ſtrength ſhall ceaſe to oppoſe, 


„ but with my life.“ Thus virtue tri- 


F, umphed 
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umphed over vice; Amelia conquered ; 


* } 


Pp 1s „ wlo.) 
and her price is far above: abies. 


[16 It, ineſiimation, are the AltE- 
14s of this 2ge, who have eſcaped the 
multifarious ſnares of entrapping man. 
{heir VIRTUES rie in the happieſt orders 
te DISTINGUISHED, the. AMNIABLE 


PICTURE of ?UMAN GREATNESS | wo 


Wu o can read of the repeated in- 


- 
- 


5 
itanccs of female chaſtity, ennobled ſome- 
times by blood, and be dead to tlie ani 


mann narratives: 


Tonxx over the pages of ancient ſto- 


- £ ! $1 JET? vs K - 4 s 
ry, in the mort unenlightened ages of the 
7 — 


world. 


1 
©. 
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world, and you will find examples of the 
* « * 4 + * * * 
tender ſex, who, like Amelia, tet a much 
1 9 : Re 4 1 5 . „ 8 * | ' h ' 
higher value upon ther virtue, than their 
12 , 


tives, Nor have tucceeding ages been 


© : 3 5 ' 
ett COMNNICUNOUS: ia TIS DAarticutar, 


TreruwnnrORT, ye blooming charm - 
ers of the pretent time, be attentive to 
the loud, the amiable call of Virtue ; and 
tuſter not ine foul demon of an abhorrent 
vic to triumph over your honour, fame, 
and peace. Show fucceeding generations 
2 fair copy ſor imitation : fo ſhall your 
tranicendant images paſs inſpiring, to 
remote tunes, enriched with the brighteſt 
gems. The little afpirers, to whom you 
mult ſoon give place, ſhall be allured to 

tread 


{ 


| 
1 
| 
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tread the high eminence of your tried 
virtues, —Pity the little tenderlings of 
your ſex, and your examples ſhall ſuper- 


intend their riſing years. 


AND ye grave matrons, who have 
paſt the medium of man's life. hold up 
to your offspring the unerring LAw ot 
God, adorn'd with the graces of religi- 
on's charms, Show it as a moſt beautiful 
landicape, on which is delineated the 
certain road to happineſs, where will be 
found p'calures, not like their periſhable 


beauties, but of a never dying nature, 


AM1dD' the vices, that are big with 
evils of a domeſtic nature, ſeduction 


claims 


65 
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claims a foremoſt rank ; but there are 
others of a ſcemingly inferior order which 


war no lets again the peace of families. 


EXTRAVAGANCE, thou pa- 
rent of want, how often do thy votaries 
fall from the tottering pinnacle of inexpe— 
ri-ace witn plenty? Giddy with the tin- 
ſelled glare of profuſion, the thoughtleſs 
Youth embraces the temptations of the 
preſent moment, regardle(s of the future, 
till ftrength and vigour, and a train of 
of other woes icarc-ly to be enumerated, 
is ſucceeded by intirmities, and plenty 
by penury, Parents, who by years of 
care and induſtry, have flattered them - 


{elves with the pleaſing proſpect of felici- 


ty 


_ 
— — 
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ty in the enjoyment of their poſſeſſions, 
have been reduced, by an extravagant 
oſtspring, to a ſcanty pittance on the will 
ot friendihip. Too late, when bewilder- 
dq in a labriath of trouble, we are ſome- 
times {ately rouſed by the horror that 
lurrounds us, and like the tllief at large, 
vho every moment is expecting juſtice to 
overtake him, we fetter our minds with 
apprehenſions of the moſt dreadiul nature, 
We then look back, as it were, to highten 
the picture of diſtreſs, and review thole 
tranſient ſcenes which once flattered, but 
now rack the mind with horror, But to 
profit by the fall of others, we muſt not 
only contemplate, but behold Man replete 
with intemperance and pleaſure, haſtening 


into 


| 8 ; 
iat ruin, and in his laſt ſtage of wretch- 
= % 1 8 1 * 

edneſs. For this purpoſe, gentle Reader, 
attend me into gart pee i Where you ſhail 
06014 an oled, once a dy prodigal, 
1410 59 ets 11 Wen . 

UT NOW a 11497140. jSnitent, iT] CLreMme 
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miſery, languifhing under a complication 


81. uni anal lc. bm Ne f 
Js E£V115S nightened 97 Le par 4 O01 death. 
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THAI groupe of men mv ſriend, are 
debtors, forced from their connedtions by 
variety of cauſes: misſortunes, large and 
expentive families, decay of trade, ands 
perhaps, exiravarance may have occaſion- 
ed {ome of them to ſuffer the loſs of liber- 
y. But we muſt approach a place where 
greater rigour is enforce, to behold the 


a $3 
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object of our enquiry, IIe alas is Call 
from ſociety into that iubterrancous dun- 
geon as the out-calt of men; unregariied 
but by the few who knew him when his 
character ſtood tair with men, before his 
mind became viciated with excels. — Y ou 
ſeem to tart, kind Sir, at the ciink ot 
ſetters ; it is only the unhappy priloner 
rifing from his bed of rulhes to embrace 
me—he knows my footſteps—I am not 
an unuſual viſitor in this gloomy dwell- 
ing,—He was once my friend and 
companion, and now his ſorrows rack 
my toul—excuſe the effuſions of friendly 
pity—he is doomed to an ignominious 


death, — to be ſuſpended—a ſpectacle to a 


thoughtleſs multitude :—But let me not 


uanman 


1 
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Well 


Mr. M. in you tind I aim once more a 


unman the ſufferer by tcars. 


viſitor in theſe dreary manſions, and [ 
am pleatcd to ice you lo compoſed under 
the preilure of your attliftions. —— 
Lau are ever kind Sir—l can only 
tank you am unhappy, but not in the 

If ſtage of milery ; nor thail I ever be, 
till I have loſt your friendſhip. For 
friendſhip Sir, under misfortune, affects 
us ike a precious gem when tuft diſcover- 
ed ; nay more, it exalts the mind above 


1 * > * , ' " y ” 
the reach of ſufferit ig; it claim the fere- 


! 


mor rank among the ſccial duties; it 
* i v* * - 133 * {> 1 111 — 1 = : } % 3 
exonerates the weary inner; it calms his 
, ? 14 1 Ss 1 
trouble: breaſt, and Q1) CS $ | Glorious tore 
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taſte of thoſe »!catures which the penitent 


7 18 


| 
i 
1 
\ 
- 
9 


- 2 D 


— — 
—— 


— 545 
2 
o —— — 


— 


A... 


— — 


42 TN AIT 6 


is promiſed in another life,” —Y ou pleaſe 
me much Mr, Miftin ; but I ſhould in- 
form you, from motives of delicacy, that 
this gentleman who attends me is not led 
hither by an idle curtofity—you know my 
diſpoſition too well to ſuppoſe that I would 
ſport with your forrows—I am a Spectator 
of ſcenes of human wor—purpolely to 
caution others that they may avoid the 
road that leads to milery. For this cauſe 
my companion here, who has been read- 
ing Traits on Human Mie, has accompa- 
niedane within theſe hardy walls, to tce 
one, whoſe life is a profitable letlon for 
vouth, As I cannot, good Sir, poſlets 
an unfavourable thought of vou, and as 
am ſolicitous to render all the ſervice 1 


Cal 
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can to poſterity before I die, I have writ- 
ten a ſhort hiſtory of my life, which I 
put into your hands to publiſh for the be- 
nefit of mankind 3 well knowing that it 
will neither ſuffer from addition or mu- 
tilation in your poſſeſſion.“— — This, 
Sir, is another commendable proof how 
well you have deſerved my efteem, I 
will make a proper uſe of your good in- 
tentions, and will take my leave of you 
for the preſent, to give this young gen- 
tleman an opportunity of reading a life, 
which Jam confident will be no diſagree- 
avle employment to him, who, in times 
like the preſent, can be amuſed with re- 
lations which lead to reſignation, retire- 


ment, and peace, in preference to the 


ga 
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gay ſcenes of diſſipation, the din of war, 


and the violence of party rage, —farewell. 


A brief account of the ConviQs life, 


written by himſelf, 


ell, March 20th. 1780. 

1 Barnwell Miffin, the ſuby* of this nar- 
rative, was born in the year of Chriſt, 1749, 
of parents in eaſy circumſtances, and of wir- 
taons inclinations, who ſiudion/ly endeaunurcd 
to bring me up in thoſe paths which lead to 
true honour, I was articled, at a proper ave, 
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der whoſe care I made rather an unnſual pro- 
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of man's artifice, A lau ſuit in which I pre- 
cipitately engaged, to redreſs the grievance 4 
ethers, without taking the neceſſary precauti- 
en, robbed me of a confiderable ſhare of my 
fertune; to retrieve which I turned my thoughts 
en matrimony, expetting to find no difficulty in 
thoſe purſuits, But being in this miſtaken, 
in conſequence of my !ofs of poſſeſſions, I began 
to be indifferent about buſineſs, and gave up, 
in ſome meaſure, to the pleaſures of youth, 
which led me into the high road cf diſſipation. 
In the firſt ſtage of vice, compunction at time, 
cauſed ſtruggles between the diftates of the op- 
pglite temptations ; till allured by the ſeeming 
pleaſures of intemperance, I grew indifferent 
to thoſe things which lead to ſubſtantial plca- 
fare, —One indiſcretion, and an honourable 
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mati ce which ſucceeded it, ſun made me a 
huſband end a father, without the reſolution 
ef abandoning my Vicious cunuce lions. An 
increaſe of children and but little ts ſuppert 
them, [con 51 me ame 7 penny, 7 3. Gam - 
ling ſwept away niy Hofe and cds - my faije 
th. . . f . p 44 1 v7 5 ; Vp 
friends deſerted me in the hour of des pi- 
4. — 2 p J 5 1 
ty and relief were no where to be found—e 
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mina upon e Ha, Anda d fami!y WI ent Netw 
, - 4 a — | 77 9 5 ** 3 . 
cefſaries, (WII USC mc 1.11 4} & 4 4 4 ——I10;CHCE 
2 2 = . 44 7 * +4 38 ry A . 
107 Fu /ace of e * L HE GHG A (17Y avuans 
7 j 4 * * „ . 4 * ... 898 A 
ned my tortured /oul—and aias, in thts mi- 
p. x * * . © _ © 
erable fituatian, I cheriſhed a fatal rede,. — 
I robbed for want, and Heaven knows — [— 
murdei ed I6 CONCE al the horrid CT me —— 74 
tice fuon ẽꝭůtooł me, and I am reſerded fur a 
ſhameful example t9 ma bind, 
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WELL my young friend, you ſeem 
to chill at the ſad tale —I know it afictts 
the heart z—diiguite not the amiable ſen— 
ſation, for the tear of pity beſpea 
ul ſorrowing with the woes of others; 
it dignitics the man, and does honour ts 
1 1 p 
auman nature. /e journey in the road 


glorious 


of happineſs, and partaxe of the 
fn ' 
gifts of nature, and why hould we not, 
at times, deſcend to the chambers of at- 
fiction, that we may learn to value our 
own exiſtence, and ſuccour the weary 
| | g [ ! 1 4 
traveller laden with human woes? Indee 
we know not but the ſcene of tranquility 
which we enjoy at preſent, may be ſoon 
changed from ſplendour to horror; for 
numbers ſeemingly ſecure from evils, 


have 


* 
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have taſted, in the extreme, the bitter 
portion of adyerſe fortune; and how me- 
lancholy would be the fituation of him, 
who is capable of reflection on what is 
paſt, to be ſhunn'd by a in the keen 


agonies of woe. 


”d1R, your remarks are extremely 


agreeable to me.“ Then I am awply 
rewarded, and I hope you are preparcd to 
purſue the ſubject.-—“ J am, Sir, very de- 
ſirous, — Very well, but before we pro- 
ceed to the next trait, which is alſo on 
the ſubject of extravagance, it may be 
neceſſary for the reader to reflect on the 
diftre!s which the murderer has brought 
on a once happy family, in hopes of 


© rendering 
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rendaring the ſcenes ſubſequent to diſſipa- 
tion more deteſted. And I think the 
following copy of an affecting paragraph 
which appeared in a certain provincial 
print, ſoon after the horrid deed was per- 
petrated, will, in ſome meature, anſwer 
this purpoſe, 
C O P „ 85 
Jan. 14th. 


« On the evening of laſt ſaturday, be- 


« tween the hours of nine and ten, as 

e Mr, Pencaſtle of Playby, was return- 

« ing from Treſtime market, he was at- 
— 3 


©« tacked near the ſcten mile ſtone on the 


„road thither, by a villain, who, not 


being ſatisfied with taking from him 


1 His 


10 
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« his purſe, robbed him of his life allo, 
« by diſcharging the contents of a piſtol 
at his breaſt. Some market people, 
« {ſoon after, paſſing that way, diſcovered 
« the unfortunate Mr. Pencaſtle in the 
« ayFonics of death, He lived juſt time 
« enough to inform them that the at- 
« ſaſin's name was Mliffin and ex- 


« pired uttering, * Oh! my family.“ 


© The murdercr is fortunately appre- 


« kended, and no doubt will ſuffer an 


ignominious death for his temerity. 


{> 


But alas ! that will be only a compon- 


* ſation for offended laws; it will be a 
e recompence very inſufficient to a wife 


«and fix children, for the loſs of an 


* amiable huſband and father, who per- 


Cs hans 
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© haps has left them to ſuffer an extreme 


46 reverſe of fortune under the pointed 


0 ſtings of indigence.” —— —— Un- 
happy family !—Raſh murderer Pi- 
table Mrs. Pencaſtle 1—Facherleſs babes 
—Afflicted kindred! ** O vice, deſtrut- 
ive paſhon !—O virtue, amiable con- 
traſt !— — Ponder, gentle reader, and 
then proceed to another view of the ct- 
fects of extravagance which is from 


{cripture authority. * 893 


- * * * * * 


He began to be in want. 


Wuo began to be in want *—The | 
ſon of a rich man, who heretofore par- 


* 
doe 


E 
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Gs 


took of abounding ptcnty. He, alas! 
fell from that ſtate of eaſe, and happ1- 
nels, and ſuffered under the cold calls o. 


hunger, unpiticd, and unrelieved. 


W 144 a T could be the cauſe of this 
great change LLETRAVAGANCE, —— 


Then let us edify by his ſufferings. 


W x learn in this inſtructing parable, 
from whence the ſubject of this trait is 
taken, that an indulgent father had two- 
ſons; the youngeſt thinking himſelf per- 
tectly experienced in the intricacies of a 
chequered world, to manage his ſhare of 
his parent's polleſhons, ſaid to his facher, 
give me the portion of goods that falleth 


do 


- * — 4 
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to me.“ The fond parent, who was 
then, we may ſuppoſe, approaching to— 
ward the verge of life, and willing to 
oblige a ſuppliant child, complied with 
his requeſt, Methinks I fee the venera- 
ble old man accompanying the bequeſt 
with this paternal bleffing. Take it 
my fon, and may God Almighty prot- 
per, and protect you. I have becn bleſt 
with the precious gifts of heaven, during 
my exiſtence, and my prayers, for you, 
ſhall be earneſtly directed to that toun- 
tain, from whence the abundant com- 
forts of my life have flowed. - Beware 
1 am journeying apace to the grave, 
where I ſhall ceaſe to ſuccour you with 
my prayers,” 


WOULD 
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Wov LD the young, who are about 
to enter upon the cares of this uncertain 
life, but let example caution, the days of 
wretchedneſs, which commonly ſucceed 
thoſe laviſhed by the wanderers 1n error, 
would be ſoon no more, and they would 
{hun the ſad fail of this inexperienced 
vouth, Fer he, like too many of his 
years, who are poſſeſt of ſudden riches, 
let looſe wild fancy unreſtrained, till a 
long train of ſucceſſive deſires left him an 


alien in extreme miſery. 


Tur N KEK ir c the well known cir- 


cle of his native land too little, and too 
reſtrained, ſor the wide purpoles of his 


ſanciful imag-nation, he conveys himſelf 


aud 
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and riches, into a place, where a mind, 


prepared for pleature, had been tewptcd, 


HERE the moſt exceſſive diſſipation 
was a ſtranger to the calm reproot of a 
careful father : for ſurrounded by every 
ſpecics of luxury, and the harpics attend- 
ant on intemperance, he drowned re- 
luctance in the feſtive bowl. Elated, 
with the tranſient joys of falle pleaſure, 
he forgat an aged parent, anx1ous for his 
ſafety, and the ſoft endearments of kin- 
dred affection.ä— Why need I mention a 
father's love? Alas! he forgat himſelf, 
till awaked from the ſhadowy dream, by 


an horrid picture of wANT, 


ſu 


p 
V 
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O! my foul, be thou awake to the 
ſufferings of his unparalclled poverty, 


while I depict the milerable ſcene, 


DE$SERTE D by his riotous com- 
panions, who no longer could be tempted 
with the intoxicating glare of rich profu- 
fion, nor enjoy abounding plenty from 
his luxurious table; and at length rouſed 
by the preſſing calls of nature, he turns 
as it were to himſelf, and beholds a loſt 
ſon of ſorrow, without one kind hand of 
charity to relieve, —Penſive he ſtands, 


unknowing whither to guide his unwel- 


come ſteps, Will no triendly arm lead 


the wretched ſtranger to an hoſpitable 
dwelling, and relieve the preſſing calls 


H of 
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of hunger? No, a mighty famine ex- 
cludes the power of ſuccour.— By long 


abſtineace, his cold uanurtured limbs 


grow enfeebled, lo! he fanks, upon yow 
moily bank, to 1eft, — — Pityleſs, and 
ſorrowing, he paſſeth the lone hour, un- 
til the thought of / vtude raiſeth the 
pale ſon of folly, from his earthy ſeat; 
while the ineffectual tears of ſad repent- 
ance fall from his watery eyes. 


Bzu0oL ÞD him ſtrengthened by the 
ſaccouring hope: the benumbed joints 
grow flexible. He walks towards the 
village, expecting to find ſome benevolent 
maſter that will accept the tender of his 
ſervice, -His endearing hope is crown=- 


ed ;— 
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ed ;—but how are his wants relieved ?— 
He is ſent back into the fields to tend a 
herd of ſwine, where his appetite be- 
comes fo preſſing, that “he would fain 
&« fill his belly with the huſks that the 
«© {wine cat, but no man gives unto 


« him.“ 


UnNnuaAaPey youth! For this, 
waſt thou bred up with all the kind in- 
dulgencies of a parent's love, For this, 
did thy fond mother's watchful care 51r-nd 
thy infant years, in painful, and pleaſing 
obedience to thy alternate ciel, and 


joy ? 


Alas! what miſery haſt thou 


brought upon thyſelf, by ſtray ing from 


the path of rectitude. Thy tender fræme 
feels 


{ bo TRAITS ow 


5 feels the ſeverity of a cold winter, with ; 
1 only the tattered emblems of what thou 
| haſt been, to preſerve thy hungry body, 
from the bleak winds of a frigid ſcaſon.— 
What, will no one help thee to the 
miſerable portion of ſwine, to ſapport 
thee under the fatigues of hunger? No, 
the accidental leavings of a mirey herd is 
now thy ſcanty pittance, Where are thy 


companions who rioted upon thy extra- 


vagance ? Where are the ſervile flatteren 
who deckt thee in the gay trappings of 
prince-like dreis ?—Ablent, enjoying 
comforts, in this time of dearth, gather 


ed from thy prodigality, 


RETENTIvVE memory now call 
{0 
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to mind the plenty of kis father's table. 
« How many hired ſervants (ſays he) 
cc of my father have bread enough, and 
« to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger. 
« ] will return an humble ſuppliant to 
ce that hoſpitable dwelling, where I ſhall 
ce meet protection and forgiveneſs, unem- 
« hittered with the ſtings of unwel- 


© come reproach.” 


Wirn the alluring thought, he 


journies towards his father's houſe, 


MARE, ye diſobedieat children, the 


aſtoniſhing affectioa of an injured parent. 


HE beheld his long loſt ſon when he 


was 
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was yet a great way oft, the ſight of 
whom called up commiterating pity, in 
his breaſt. He haſtens to meet him with 
the eagerneſs of paternal love.—And 


when within the reach of his fond arms 
«© he falls on his neck and kindly kiſſes 


© him. O“! what obedience doth 


gratitude require, from children, to ſuch 
forgiviag parents. No wounding re- 
proach is offered; nought but the ten- 
dereſt, ſilent affection, for a time, em- 


ploys che enraptured parent. 


THESE undeſerved effuſions of love, 
compells the now made ſenſible fon to 
exclaim, Father, I have ſinned againſt 
„ heaven—and in thy ſight—and am no 


© more 
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© more worthy to be called thy ſon.” — 
« Prodigality hath ſwept away thy boun- 
teous patrimony, and reduced me to the 
laſt tage of want. J hercfore beſtow thy 
beneficient bleſſings upon a worthier 
child, —Take me but under thine hoſpi- 
table roof, an hired ſervant, and I ſhall 
be happy.”—*<< Not ſo my fon,” (repties 
the joyous ſather) - ing forth the beſt 
* robe and put it on him: and put a ring 
don his finger, and ſhoes on his feet. 
& And bring hither the fatted calt and 
& kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 
&* for this my ton was dead, and is alive 


* again ; he was loſt and is found.“ 


Vir v this wond'rous ſcene, and 


learn 
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learn the God-like attribute—forgiveneſs 
—ye unrclenting fathers: and ye prodi— 
gals be inſtructed, by this humiliated ſon 
of ſelf - inflicted miſery. 


W x L L might the parent's arms en- 
cloſe the long loſt child, Well might the 
ſilvery locks recline upon the wanderer's 
neck; and the lips, long ftrangers to en- 
dearment, ſoften the rigour of ſelf- con- 
viction by an indulgent kiſs. The tedi- 
ous, the preſhag moments of anxiety, 
for the tafety of an abicnt ſon, had called 
up the fine ſenſations of love and pity, in 
a parent's breaſt, He no ſooner ſaw 
the object of his tender paſſion, than the 
remembrance of paſt errors was hufht in 
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peaceful reſt. Nought but affection iſ- 


ſued from his pardoning breaſt. 


x wretched wanderers in diſobedi- 
ence, ve wounders of paternal peace, who 
are ſquandering thoſe bleſſings that pro- 
vidence hath poured int) the laps of your 
induſtrious progenitors; and who are 
annihilating time, the moſt precious gift 
of heaven, in vain purſuits, tendered to 
fit us for everlaſting happineſs, leave the 
path of execrating infamy, and let filial 

. he | , ** { q ( ] 11 4 
piety be he EXOTCLIT OL an accurted nend. 
* 

Taſte the narmonious ſwects of dutiful 
ſubmiſſion to a parent's will; and an o- 
bedience to the law of God will ſucceed, 
to bleſs vou with the richeſt giſts of hea» 


1 Ven 
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ven. Then no filings of ſelf reproach 
ſhall diſturb your hours of reſt, when 
death ſhall, for ever, have removed thoſe 
honourable inſtructors from you, — What 
numbers have condemn'd, in the ſevereſt 
language, their own ingratitude to pa— 
rents, when alas! no repentance can call 


them back from tne grave. 


SUFFER therefore a ſpectator of 


human evils to exhort thoſe who are de— 


{irous to crown the laſt hours of a parent's 


care with peace, and to preſerve their 


.own breaſts from the goading ſtings of in- 


gratitude, that they reject with magnani— 


mous diſdain the ti:f attempts of vice. 
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Shew her inglorious ſupporters the ineſ- 
ficacy of her temptations, and her miſ- 
chievous allurements will retire abaſhed 
at the vain offer. She will preſent her- 
ſelf in various deluding forms to unripen- 
ed years, but an early compact with reli- 
gion will detect the ſalſe glare of a deteſt- 


able deceiver. 


BEHOL PD but the wide contraſt be- 
tween Vice and Virtue, and the illuſtrious 
glory of this, ſhall eclipſe the tinſelled 
gewgaws of that, If the former be, 
ſometimes, cleathed in the exteriors of 
pomp and tranſient joy, yet if you trace 


her to ker deftin'd home, you will ſhud- 
der 
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der at the horrid gulf, the goal of wick. 


edneſs. Her paſſage thither is the thorny | 


road of ſucceſſive miſery, multiplied at 


| 4 every ſtep, till che mind becomes intoxi- 
cated with the concomitant train of be. 
wildering intemperance, When ſhe has 
led her votary to the narrow, dangerous 
precipice of deſtruction, the lethargic 
We miſerable is rouſed from his beſotted fate, 
by ſurrounding Janger, and looking from 

the wickliſh ſummit, timidity becomes hi 


executioner, and hurls him headlong into 


4 the craggy regten of SHAME an 


- „ 
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TH! 9 7 ret doth virtue treat het 
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ſplendid chaſtity, and the filvery tints of 
innocence. She gently leads them, like 
a fond lover, by the calm hand of recti- 
tude, from every danger. Progreflive 
happineſs, of an abounding nature, at- 
tend their paſlage to the ſeat of endleſs 
bliſs. And while they enjoy the ſweets 
of innocence, and a mind at reſt, they 
impercept.bly arrive at the reſplendant 
fount of pleaſure, from whoſe ſuurce they 


will enjoy bleffings 1MMoRTAL, and 
undiſturbed by the foul fiends of Vice. 


C EAS E then to heſitate ye children 
of inexperience : ſieze the kind hand 
ſtretched to your aſſiſtance, and be hap- 
Py. Look up to RELIGION as a ſafe 


conductor 
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conductor through this ſlippery life: con- 
template, on that glorious fabric which 
was rared by Infinite Wiſdom for your 
good, and you will anticipate the un— 
bounded happineſs of Saints and Angels! 
by a life of rectitude and peace. 


GzrnNTLE rcader, in this epitome 
of human woes, theſe little traits of af- 
fiction, although few in compariſon of 
the dire misfortunes our nature is ſubje & 
to, you cannot fail to diſcover in them 
the inſtability of human happineſs, and 
how much we ſtand in need of ſpiritual 
conſolation in thoſe trying moments of 
our pilgrimage, It would ſeem, of all 
men, that the clergy are, in an eſpecial 


manner, 


Fo 
! 
| 
} 
: 


| 
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manner, appointed to becalm the troubled 
mind! aſſuage grief, and comfort the 
atflicted: therefore theie words of our 


Creator, 
„Comfort ye my People,“ 


M 4a y be judiciouily applied to the 
paſtors of the flock of Chriſt, of whatever 
perſuaſion they may ſuperintend. But 
in an eſpecial manner, they may be ap- 
plied, to thoſe who have ſolemnly, and 
publicly, taken upon themſelves the ſa- 
cerdotal ofiice, in the eſtabliſhed church 
of England; as they profelicd, at the 
time of their ordination, to have received 


an heavenly call to that eminent ſtation. 


Tu E83 
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THnes E ſhould be ever ready to re- 
lieve the ſorrowing, and eaſe the burden- 


ed fouls. 


Fo R balmy is the friendly voice of 
comfort in the tad moments of ailliction, 
and diſtreſs, It is the Service of Angels 
and the wiLL of GoD to alleviate in the 
hour of tribulation, And ſhall the cre- 
ated of God, whom he hath impreſt 


with his own image, refute to ſuccour 


mortals, whom misfortunes have made 


miſerable ? Sha!! the diſpenſators of Re- 
ligion neglect to ſolace a brother, whom 
the hard hand of adycric tortune hath de- 
preſt, with mournful grief? Alas! too 
common is this dangerous omiſſion : 


numbers, 


| 


OY 
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numbers, 'tis to be feared, periſh, with- 


out the comforting hope of ETERNAL 


REST. Pitiable indeed, is the ſoul with- 
out comfort at the approach of death, 
and as much ſo is the ſoul of him whom 
religion has made miſerable. Religious 
woes are the pitiful ſorrowings of a diſ- 
tempered brain, diſtraded, or made 
oloomy by theological reverics, Strangers 
to the peace poſſeſſed by the ſublime and 


honoured Chriſtian, who lives calmly 
without the doubtful forebodings of eter- 
nity, the wretched traveller, in fear, de- 
preſſes all around him. Humbled, by 
his own fantaſtical conceptions, below 
the loweſt reptile of the creation, he de- 
grades his nature, and his God. He 


K wanders 
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wanders, amid' a thorny path made per- 
plexing by his heated zeal, a tortur'd flave 


to error. 


DEsPA1R, thou parent of diftreſs ! 
Thy raſh actions have ſtained the beau- 
ties of this fair Ifle : ſelſ- murder has long 
blemiſhed the greatneſs of a kingdom 
tuperlatively bleſt with the means of hap- 
pineſs. To enumerate the evils attendant 
on deſpair, would preſent a catalogue of 
woes, too gloomy for the fight of mor- 


tals, and ull-ſuited for reflection. 


ENTHUSIASTS, who have 
wrought up their paſſions to an intempe- 
rate zeal, often become frantic in God's 


ſervice ; 
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fervice ; and when called to the bed of 
ſickneſs, to adminiſter relief to the ſoul, 
where doubts and fears, too commonly, 
accompany the pangs of diſſolution, they 


hold up an horrid picture of damnation's 


perdition, amid” the tortures of excrucia« 
ting pain, or pitiable wretchedneſs. O 
Jesvs, be thou the phyſician of my ſoul 
in the hour of death : thy ſoothing call 
to man is, Come unto me all ye that 
« are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt,” Such comfort, ſuch 
bleſſedneſs, become the ſhepherds of the 
flock of Chriſt, 


Lov x and pity ſhould promp the 
deputics of heaven, to ſootch with tender- 


neſs 
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neſs the ſufferings of mankind; for ſe- 
verity 1s unamiable, and belongs not to 
the clerical profeſſion. The people of 
God deſerve and require comfort from 
their lips; with-hold it not, and Angels 
Mall proclaim the God-like deed in Hea- 
yen, Deſpel the clouds of doubt, from 
the Gates of Bliſs ; and ſhew the unhap- 
Py—FORGLVENESS—on Heaven's tem- 
ple, and it ſhall inſpire the ſufferers with 
fortitude, to paſs the vale of fleſh with 


innate peace. 


OTHERS in the ſacerdotal office 
ſhow a ſhameful indifference of religion, 


by making it ſubſervient to the profits of 
this life. Amid' this numerous tribe 


where 


. 
| 
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where ſhall we portray from originalty? 
—O, upon yonder riſing ground, near 
that plain Temple of the Deity ; and 
clole to that fenced repoſitory of the dead, 
lives Vendee; who although a pluraliſt, 
1s a journeyman in his profeſſion. This 
travelling prieſt not glutted with the in- 
come of two rich livings, has grappled, 
beſides the duty of his own churches, 
thoſe of two neighbouring viilages, to 
one of which, a worthy young man was 
lately curate, but he, unable to maintain 
his family for leſs than forty pounds per 
year, left it, Vendee having, ſecretly, of- 
tered the incumbent to perform the duty 
for thirty. The villagers lament the 


change without a remedy. 


Tan 
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Tur hzrih toned bell now ſummon— 
les thele unhappy people to the place of 
worship, on Sundays, at a very unfea- 
tonable hour; which excludes numbers 
from the bleſt benefit of worſhipping their 
God in public. Others are offended at 
the haſty unintelligent manner of his per- 
forming the ſolemn, the intereſting, ſer- 


vice of his Maſter, and grow inditterent 


of their duty, Some few there are found, 


that no imperfections of a man can abate 
their ardour, in the cauſe of religion. 
Among theſe was an elderly gentleman, 
who had formerly been Maſter of an eſ⸗ 
tabliſhed ſchool 1n that place, but had 
retired to enjoy the comforts that his in- 


duſtry had procured him, He was a man 


of | 


ths" 
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of ſound parts, and pure ſentiments in re- 
ligion. He has often mingled a mongſt 
his murmuring neighbours, and addreſſed 
them with words like the following, 
« Human perfection is ſeldom found, and 
improper men may be ordained into the 
moſt holy oftlices ; yet their irregular ad- 
miniſtration can never ſtagger the true 
chriſtian in his heavenly views. Our 
hope, bleſſed be God, is not centered in 


the errors of frail man, but in the per- 


fections of Omnipotence, who will ac- 
cept the tender of our ſervices, if oftered N 
with ſincerity.—Shall we deſert the Al- 
mizhty becauſe his ſervants are imper- 
fect 2 Shall your children be diſobedient 


becauſe your dependents are not good? 
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Surely *twould be high ingratitude.” — 
Such perſuaſive language from to venera- 
ble a character; ſuch mild reproot from 
one revered for his amiable diſpoſition, 
have influenced numbers to attend, with 
cheerfulneſs, the ſervice of the church, 
notwithſtanding the unworthineſs of the 


paſtor. 


I T is a bleſſed conſolation, that there 
are ſome intruſted with the divinity pro- 
feſhon, that labour almoſt inceſlant!y, 
in the vineyard of peace, who have 


Chriſtian in all their thoughts. 


SUCH anone was Mr. Worthy, the 


late incumbant ef the living whereon 


Vendee 


** 
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Vendce dwells, But alas! he is gone. 


No more to cheer the drooping peaſant 


amidſt his toil and affliction: No more 


to ſpeak comfort to the mournful widow 
in the ſad hour of deep diftreſs: No 
more to diſpel the gloom of poverty from 
the helpleſs orphan : No more to animate 
induſtry by example and precept: Laſt- 


ly : No more to laſtruct the uninſtruct- 


ed in the pleaſing paths of virtue and re- 


9 x *% 
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H 1 s death has been ſeverely ſelt in 


that once hoppy village, But how pleal- 


ing is the reflection, that he is gone to 
. - 0 * 
Heaven: A place of the higheſt emi- 
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from whence the Almighty bid this fair 
world ariſe from a gloomy chaos ; and 
where he views immenſity, the glorious 
univerſe, obey his will. Thither have his 
actions aſcended, proclaiming his eternal 
bliſs ; and there will he meet multiplied 
pleaſures, boundleſs as the power of the 


Great Jehovah. 


Ou! how have the ſweet words of 
comfort deſcended from his lips, when 
approaching the aweful chambers of af- 
Hiction, where his duty, and the love he 
had for mankind, often convey'd him. At 
his appearance the ſufferer hath been ſeen 
to vanquiſh, as it were, the grim tor- 


mentor, 
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mentor, death, when nature was ſtrug- 


gling inthe arms of the king of Terrors. 


Ani p' ſuch ſad ſcenes, he hath en- 
tered the gloomy apartment with words 
like the following, “Pain is an inlepara- 

le companion of fin, their exiſtence be- 
gan together, ſo will they end; and as 
long as we remain in the fleſh, the ut- 
molt ſtretch of man's power can never 
ſeparate them. Reflect on the immacu- 
late Lamb, who patiently bore inſult, 
indignity, and a torturing death, not for 
his own, but our fins. He endured, that 
we might copy from his patience, in the 
alarming hour of teparation, Thy will be 
cone, were the dutifu} words of the {pot- 
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leſs Jeſus. And mayeſt thou, O! ai- 
flicted man, ſubmit to the unchangcable 
will of heaven, without reluctance, with- 
out one carthly wiſh of ſtay. The ſum- 
mons is not of an unuſual nature; our 
common parents have paid the folemn 
debt; and from Adam ſucceeding gene- 
rations have fallen without diſtinction of 
birth and eminence to the levelling 
{troke.—So ſhall our deſcendants follow 


in the common path of man,” 


« DisSPE 1.” (ſaid he to neighbour 
Friendly, who when about to dic, was 
looking very earneſtly upon his boſom 
friend but unable to ſpeak) ** thoie ſigns 
of reluctance, that endearing wiſh, She, 


who 
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who awaits with ſtifled grief, to allav, 11 
poſſible, your ſufferings, will ſoon follow 
you through. the grave of death, into 
joys endleſs and boundleſs as Omnipo- 
tence himſclf; where no tedious hours, 
no croiles, ſhall interrupt eternal happi- 


neſs, where no ſecond death ſhall ſeparate 


alleviating Love.” 


On x inſtance of his friendly aid in 
the hour of deep felt torrow, I think 
will never be removed from my memory, 
exerciſed upon our neighbour Pleaſant, 
who died by the fall of his own waggon, 
about the concluſion of corn harveſt ; in- 
deed all his unhappy family receive: 
ſuitable conſolation from him at that 


diſtreſſing hour. Mr. 


; 
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Vr. Pleaſant was an induſtrious v oung { 
man, marricd but a few years, and had 
left him, by an indulgent father, an a- | 
| Zrecable eſtate, which he, by lus indui- | 
4 try, was improving. He was polleſt of a | 


cood underſtanding, which had received 
the addition of an education, not com- 


non with thoſe of his ſtation. | 


N © {ooner was the fatal news brought 


;nto the village, but its inhabitants ran 


to meet the unfortunate man, whoſe © 
conntenance was diftorted by excrucia- | | 
ting pain, from the anguith of his broken 
limbs. His wife, an amiable woman, | 


met her dying huſband at the door ct her | 


houſe, borne by ſome huſbandmen. In 
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the moſt extreme diſtreſs, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf upon the ground in a comfortlels a- 
gony, exclauming, —“ My happinets 15 
at an end: — death hath ſeized my fond 


huſband—the unſeeling croud are carry— 


ing him to the cold grave, — I will fol- 


ow.“ — Upon this ſhe ſtarted up, and 
entered the room where the expiring man 


had juſt been laid upon the bed, 


Ar this inſtance Mr. Worthy enter- 


ed, who having heard the fatal ſtory, 


haſtened to the houſe of mourning, to ad- 
miniſter ſpiritual conſolation, to a deject- 


Y” > - 
eq, weeping family, 


TME diſtracted wife was the firſt ob- 
ect 
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ject of his generous coinpaſſion, whom 
he addreſled in theſe words of ſoothing 
grief. „It is a painful taſk to reprove | 
where an union hath produced ſuch re- 
ciprocal affection, that this forrowful ac- 
cident now indicates, But my profeſſion 
calls upon me, zenderly to admonith, 
where excels ſeems to have vanquithed a 
:ciignation to the unalterable events of 
me. It muſt be highly pleaſing to our 
Orcator when he bcholds his creatures 
calmly ſubmit to the changes of an un— 
jettled world: when he finds realon, the 
exalted faculty of man, riſe ſuperior to 
raisfortunes, —T he evils that attend this 
fe of paſſage, are often the means of our a 


dle vation in the abodes of Bliſs. They | 


remove 
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remove our fond attachment from carth- 
ly conſiderations, to thoſe of a never dy- 
ing nature, in thoſe Lleſt regions where 
our afflicted brother ſhall ro more ſec! 


the anguiſh of lente wornd 
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nulband enduring the moſt torturing 


pain, Witu a conſtancy becoming a fol- 


| x7 > wy 6 2 4 
lower of fetus, his Patron and Comfort— 


W ee e 
er. Turning towards the bed, as he pro- 


nounced the laſt ſentence, he diſcovered 
poor Mr. Pleaſant labouring with the laſt 
pangs of death, Mrs. Pleaſant at the 
fad fight, dropt into a ſwoon, and was 


M inſtantly 
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inſtantly carried from the room. Mr, 
Worthy then claſped his hands together, 
and ſaid, in broken accents, —“ My 
friend, thy exiſtence here, is nearly ter- 
minated, —that deep fetch figh—indicates 


the approach of death.“ (Here the ve- 


nerable man let fall the friendly tear) 
* Altho* (continued he, aſter a pauſe) 
my ſoul for a time was loſt in ſympathetie 
lilence, yet that pious look towards hea- 
ren, my friend, pleaſingly calls back my 
reaſon to the ſeat of everlaſting happinels, 
where my ſweet fancy ſees your ſoaring 
ſoul, enter the empyreal Heaven, amidſt, 


the univerſal plaudits of Angels, 


} 


AFTER oficring vp a ſuitable pray- | 


er, 
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er, juſt as Mr. Pleaſant expired, he went 
to his widow ; nor did he leave her, till 
he had brought her to a due obedience of 


the Almighty's will. 


I wn this manner did Mr, Worthy live 
among his flock, cultivating the eminent 
virtues, He perſuaded with an amiable- 
neſs, at once tender and conviacing,— 
Yon' houſe, wherein he dwelt, was then 
the cheriſher of impotency; there the 
poor ſuppliant never begg'd in vain ; but 
now an angry dog anſwers the beggar 


with a forbidding ſnail, 


Wirn what peace of mind muſt 
ſuch Miniſters of the Word of God, 


cave 


” — 
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leave theſc ſcenes of changeableneis, and 
uncertainty ; in them affliction feels no 
conſcientious ſtings ; death hath no vic- 
tory ; and the grave, thro' which nature 
is ordained to paſs, hath no terror, They 
{mile at the uplifted arm of ditlolation, 
cheer'd with the animating proſpect of 
eternal pleaſure, introduced with, Well 
© done thou good and faithful ſervant, 


center thou into the joy of thy Lord.“ 


No r ſo with the temerarious Bigot, 
who hath indulged a frantic mind. in the 
darkeſt ſpeculation, till incbriited with 


frenzy, and regardleſs of the weaknels ot 


human nature, thunders forth the bolts of } - 


hell, and deſtruction, around the circle 


- 
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| 
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3 
of his delegated power. The dread of a 
tyrant god, when death is near, ſhakes 
Vis languid frame. He trembles at the 
fancied proſpec of hell's horrid gulf. 
The blackeſt fiends painted by concepti- 
on, torment his affrighted foul, *ull his 


frantic brain whirls him into the regions 


of eternal miſery. 


No can the Vendcees, ſhouldered 
up in riches, poſſeſs that ſerenity which 
ſupports the good under tribulation, At 
the hour of death, injuſtice fails not to 
rile before them, in an horrible diſplay 
of oppreſſion and neglect. The ghoſts of 
tacir departed flocks, they ſee, in fancy, 
lay:ng their vindidive power a barrier to 


their 
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their peace. They ſhudder at the thoughr 
of judgment, which to eſcape, they would 
give a world, In vain they may call up- 
on the mountains to cover them; they 
muſt abide the GRAND TRIBUNAL at 
the laſt day, unable to evade its unaltera- 


ble decree, 


H o w eminently are ye diſtinguiſhed, 
in the claſs of humaa beings, ye Guardi- 
ans of our ſpiritual health : ages remote 
muſt enjoy bleſſedneſs, or ſuifer miſery 
from your conduct! Enforce by ex am- 
ple, and inſtruct by precept from the will 
of God !—Lead us to admire the fabric ot 
an Heaven- Formed Religion, that we and 
our deſcendants may defend it againſt 

the 
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the enervating hand of time; while the 
temples of an heathen world crumble 1n- 
to inviſtbility 3 and while your glorious 
atchievements aſcend to an cternal 
THRONE, upon the wings of fame, pro— 


claiming your end:cſs Blils ! 
LOVE and FRIENDSHIP 


AR E the pleaſing themes of youth, 
but an intercourſe with the worid, teaches 
that rare are the ſacred tics which bind 
the human heart, Property, perhaps, 
is not the leaſt inimical to the ſweets of 
love and friendſhip, for ſometimes, even 
when the tendereſt, the moſt endearing 
ties of reciprocal affection prevail between 


the ſexes, an unfeeling parent cold to e- 


very 


| 
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very view but ford.d intereſt, and big 
with Vic importance of his riches, labours 
to remove the nobleſt paſſion that nature's 
God has beſtowed on his creatures, When 
the ſeeming reaſonableneſs of equality, 
and the common methods of dividing af- 
eaMon prevail not, attrafion is often 
baſely ſubſtituted; the little frailties of 
individuals in families are then magniticd 


to create contempt, and too often fatal. y 


ſucceed, 


TAE wretch who labours by the ſoul 
means of detraction to obtain his defires, 
is the militant enemy to ſocial bliſs ; the 
miſchief, which often ſucceed his tales 
of flander, is of that kind, which may 


he 
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be claſſed among the greateſt evils of our 
exiſtence, Pitied, but unrelieved the 


traduced often languiſhes and ſinks be- 


neath the burden of his woes, not know- 


ing the cruel am which firſt loaded, and 


continues to add weight to his oppreſſion. 


BenoLD that child of forrow's 


train, depreſt and debilitated by grief. 


What poor remains arc thoſe of a once 


deli! 
ww. 5 


htfal figure, that was a diſplay of 
nature's iuperabundant charms, Big 
with grief, the 10jur'd maiden bends 
weeping toward the grave, her laſt and 


only remaining hope. Death, the terror 


Y > > - + + ah 2. 5o 1 1 
of tae ſelf-Hatterer, ihe bids welcome to 


her embraces, as the ſurc and latins hare 
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binger of reſt. The youth, ner lover, 
forced from the object of his affection by 
an unrelenting parent, no more to return 
to the arms of !ove and peace, is an af- 
fliction too mighty for the tender boſom 
of female powers to reſiſt; it has van- 
quiſht every endcaring hope; blaſted the 
bloom of beauty, and left fair Juliana to 
mourn her lover's abſence, till her com- 
plainings ſhall be ſilenced in the cold re- 
gions of the grave. Such are the effe ds 
of a raſh, credulous, and obſtinate diſpo- 
ſition. His unfeeling father proud of 
property, vain of family conceived vir- 


! 
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tues, and ſlattered by a depen 
phant, (who is ever realy to feed his va- 


nity, renturing and drinzging forth to 
view, 


3 


view, the Frailties of his nei ours upon 
2 ſcale u agnihed bY prezudice and error) 
was prepares: to cperate the moſt heaven 
ſormed concertions, Every ſceming de- 
ſekt in the family, from whence his ſon 
had ſeleQed an intended partner ſor his 
ſutare hahpinels, was multiplied by the 
triple Characters of 1nclination, power, 
and malignity; hence he reſolved that his 
ſon's choice was below the dignity of his 
connections, and would contaminate the 
falſe conceived notions of his blood; 
therefore he took that fatal ſtep which 
has at once Jeyelled one almoſt with the 
earth, and made the other an unhappy 
fugitive in diſtant climes, far from the 
fair objeQ of his love. 


TuRrkNING 
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TURNING from this Page of woe, 


we mect another not lets pitiable. 


Wx are, in ſome mcaſure, prepared 
for the ſtroke of death as a certainty at 
ſome future period; but when, and in 
what manner is unknown to human pe— 
netration. In like manner when we leaſt 
expect diſappointment it may meet us in 
a thouſand unwelcome ſhapes, even from 
that quarter where we think ourſelves not 
only ſecure from injury, but where we 
expect protection. Such was the ſituati- 
on of the above unhaypy you. But 
yonder filent mourner, returning from 


the grave of his Julict, an amiable and 


© 


virtuous female, jut tuned of nincteen 


vears, 
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years, it a picture of extreme depreſſion; 

eprived of his Imaginary protect ot bliſs 

GCEenr1\V E ( ( : 11 C4 ,.444% 1 8 c Z 114 
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by the more common caue of cndleis tee 
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peration.— dee how tren he wipes the 
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P. echee fk ot mourn- 


pearly tear from the 
ing.— lis techie limbs, alas! fcar ey 
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ſupport him under the Prelure ot his at- 
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liction, Altun o held ar by ILNCETE friend 
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who endeavours to aiiuire his O FIC], —— 


To—hefto; «it $5; KN 
o—he ſtops— and turns towards his ſu- 


1 


liet's grave, to bid once more adieu to 
her remains. lark —he ſolemnly ar- 
ticulates — — . Farewel—tar form 
Farewel ſweet blollom— Farewell my 
lovely charmer !— — Alas my jaliet 
is no more: — death hath triumphed 
"th . _— * 
and her remains pollels the grave,— — 


He: 
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Her beauty, which ſurpaſſed, compared 
with the amiablenei's of her diipoſnon, 
was but the pleaſing emem of a mind 
formed to create happinels — — but no 
more, I will weep hereafter in the fill 
r*treats—the ſolemn darkneſs ſhall alcne 
witneſs my tears of love — — While the 
ſhriek owl adds horror to the lone church- 
vard, I will pour forth my complaints in 
copious ftreams— I will there recount 
her virtues to highten my affliction — 
and die upon the grave of all my forroivs, 
—Alas ! ſhe's gone, my chariner is no 
more !“ 
—* Angels with their falver wings c'er- 
ſhade 
«© The ground, now ſacred by the re- 


liques made, 
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Bus$Sl1E D, with the concerns of this 
life, few of us find leilure, and fewer, 
perhaps, have inclination to trace the 
paths of ſorrow, either for the purpoſes 
of reflection or commiſeration. One 
buſy day is ſuccceded by another in a 
round of hurry, in which are left very 
few intervals for the higher and more im- 
portant concerns of life, But the phi- 
lolophic mind, being leis ſolicitous about 
the things of a tranſiory exiſtence, con- 
templates on the ſublime and beautiful 
works of nature, then ſoars above ſub- 
lunary objects, andi at laft centers its on- 
ly proſpect of future bliſs in the abodes 
of HEAVEN, In the enjoyment of a 
bleſt eternity, neither the languiſhing 


lover 
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lover nor the deſerted friend, ſhall know 
no caule of complaint. There the lofles 
and dilappointments u hich depreſs mor— 
tals in their pallage thither, {hall be done 
away with all the train of concoiritant 
evils. Thoſe who have felt the weight 
of affliction, or whoſe boſoms beat high 
with pity at the fight of woe, and in the 
ul retreats of retirement commilerate 
the unfortunate, fore tafte the enjoyment 
of an hereafter, in an uninterrupted round 


of calm peace. 


RETIREMENT! thou bleſt abode 
of the weary traveller in woes, the her- 
mitage of the injured. In thy ſilent 


ſhades 
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ſhades the injured fugitive at length finds 
reſt to his ſorrowing ſoul, and enjoy 


that ſerenity which an intercourſe with 


the world forbids. 


BENIGN Us, Who wats ill-ſuitcd 
to dwell amongſt deception, began the 
world with a tolerable good fortune; 
but being educated under the influence 
of moral reQitude, and being a punctual 
obſeryer of the niceſt rules of honour, 
ſoon became the dupe of man's artifice, 
This, however, would have been, of 
tielf, inſufficient to have ſtamp: what 
the world calls tuin upon his lite, had it 
not been for the hand of providence that 
emed to reierve aim tor an example of 


O human 
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human virtu2 to mankind, ſtruggling 
patiently under an almoſt unexamplel 


reverſe of fortune. 


H 1 s dawn of lite ſcemed to indicate 
a ſucceſſion of the happieſt days. DBleſt 
with a matrimonial connection, which 
promiled years of felicity, perhaps, lul- 
led him into a ſecurity which few have 
reaſon to expect in this probationa- 
ry exiſtence, Plenty each day was 
uſhered in with the ſweets of return» 
ing harmony, and nature ſeemed to 
pour forth her copious ſtreams to 
Ad his happineſs. Anxiety tor the 
ſucceeding hours was little known in the 
anticipation of cyils, Infants, who ſhed 


their 


2 


HUMAN WO E. 107 


their pleaſing influence into a parent's 
affectionate boſom, added their encreaſe 
of tranquility, to a mir.d more fitted for 


a paradiſe, than a world of ſolitude and 


care, Even when treachery, the off- 


ſpring of evil ſpirits, began to interrupt 
that felicity, which was at once the enyy 
and admiration of Benignus's neighbour- 
hood, the bate decd met with no con- 
teinptuous reproof; it ſerved only to 
prepare his mind for ſeverer ſtrokes of 
the worldling's power. One villain ſuc= 
cceded another to impoſe on a heart too 
open and too little experienced to with- 
ſand the ſubtle wiles of artful and deſign- 
ing men, long uſed to the deepeſt tricks 
of deception, Repeated loſſes, ſuſtained 

by 
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y endeavours to extricate the needy from 
temporary difficulties, aſſiſted to over- 
throw his round of tranquility, A 
friend by profeſſion only, whole preten- 
ſions were deceit and promiſes flatulent, 
who pofleſſed a deſigning foul maſked 
with the blackeſt hy pocriiy, 1mpoled up- 
on a heart too credulous to withſtend the 
cauſe of its approaching woe. When it 
was too late to recall his ſincerity and 
confidence, he detected the decciver, 
willing, but unable to cancel the deeds 
of deſtruction. Lawdewn was the chief 
of a ſet of ſharpers who lived on plunder, 
prey ing upon the credulous, Like the 
keen ſparrow hawk, intent on its harmleſs 


prey, it was his buſineſs to deſcry and 


ſettle 


's 
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ſettle in the neighbourhood of the unſuſ- 
petting. The young and inexperienced 
were the fit ob;cts on whom to exercite 
their ichemes of villainvy. The facred 
law of religion, the angelic emblem, 
equity, and the natural compunction of 
con cience were trodden down by tkele 
ſharpers, as the only barriers to ſtop tools 
from obtaining riches. Benignus, thy 
uniu{picious heart was jure to fall a ſacri- 
hce when within the reach of ſuck vul- 


tures wings. 


A neighbouring farmer, who was ar- 
reſted for a confiderable ſum of money, 
apphed to Benignus, by the advice of 


Lawdown, to befriend him. In this pe- 


rilous 
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rilous ſituation the petitioner was (ſucceſs. 
ful: he found the hand as ready to re- 
lieve, as the heart to diflate ; for inſtead 
of the auſtere geſtures of the worldling, 
who trades in men's poverty and misfor— 
tunes, the amiable welcome of benign 
ſincerity met the tr-mbling tupphant, 
and relieved him from his embarraſſmept. 
The flatulent praiſes of Lawdown, on 
this occaſion, were liberally beſtowed on 
the humane and gererous Benignus, 
which were preparatory to an after game 
that villain had to play, He became the 
obſcquious pretender to every good. He 
pleaſed the credulous, and arttully ſuc- 


cecded by his conſuminate impudence and 


treachery, A month only intervencd 
before 


Nn 
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before he him! elf a ppeared JETOTE Benig- 


nus, the humble ſolicitor under crrcume 
ſtances of pretended injuſtice. His com- 
ns arreſted m for à falſe debt of 
Panions Arre ned 2. 01 4 Alle GC: () 
thouland pounds, purpolely to de- 
ONE il l 0 | nds, 1 01 y 
fraud Benignus. He flew to the ſuccour- 
er of the diſtreiied, and begged ſecurity 
for the debt, which he folemnly declared 
ſhould be diſcharged in leis than a week. 
He vleaded dita ppointment of money that 
was due to hin, from thoſe whom he had 
favoured in ſimilar circumitances to his 
own, as the reaſon of his inſuiliciency to 
, + L's « 41 B 1.2 
Pay at That ume, Aile PrUGUCTETU ONUS 
mortgages, and deeds to a conſiderable 
amount as A teſtimony of his fin cerity 
and adequate ſecurity. Benignus belles- 
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ed all to be true, compl ed with the re- 
queſt, and ſigned the inſtrument of his 
ruin, Upon which, Lawdown was to 
be found no more, the money was de- 
manded, the writings were proved fſicti- 
tious, Benignus diſcovered, too late, 
that he had been tricked ; and by the de- 
fire of friends refuſed pay ment; a law 
ſait was the iſlue, and it terminated in 
his loſs and ruin, To aid which the 
farmer whom hc firſt aſſiſted became a 
bankrupt, the effect, of the untortunate 
Benignus were ſiezed on, and the hends 
of avarice, Lawdown's companions, and 
tac harpics of the law ſhared in the ge- 
neral wreck of an honeſt man's property. 


Such was the fate of a worthy character, 


wholc 
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whoſe chief delight was in acts of be- 


neficence. 


AL TH o' the good ſometimes ſuffet 
in the extreme in this life; yet they ſel- 
dom fall without pity. Benignus is an 
example: although deprived of all his pe- 
cuniary poſſeſſions was not left friendlels 
in his truly pitiable ſituation. His neigh- 
bours commilerated, and placed him in a 
{mall farm which ſeemed to promiſe feli- 
city to his family; but even in this hum- 
ble ſituation, ſtruggling with the diffi- 
culties of a forbidding ſtation, he ſuffered 
in the extreme: In about one year he 
loſt his wife by grief; his landlord's ſon 


debauched his child, and the fiery ele- 


P mcnts 
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ments, in the ſame ſummer, killed a n 
third of his fattening ſtore. Such a com- E 
plication of misfortunes ſeems too migh- | 4 
ty for human, nature to bear up againſt; © 
vet, notwithſtanding he was content with | i} 
the debilitating powers of adverſity, p 
| th 
Us Ep, and unwilling to purſue 8 
the common track of pleading misfor- * 
tunes to mankind, to obtain their bounty by 
for an exiſtence; and looking upon ſub- ©” 
lanary things with a truly philoſopkuc | 
mind, he quitted the ways of men, and | 
ſought contentment in the ſequeſtered | Re 
retreats, He there expected to tind that | 
conſolation which the world, experience | _— 
bad taught him, was unable to afford, TT 
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Nor was he diſappointed. His hermitage 
was his bleſſing. Religion, there, flow- 
ed like the ſtreams of untainted purity : 
It taught him to look forward towards 
the peaceful regions of eternity; the 
proſpe& of which, when compared with 
this fleeting, uncertain, and momentary 
exiſtence, was found full of conſolation, 
and of that ſolid ſort, which, untainted 


with the defires of this life, only can af- 
ford. 


Tu E Spectator of human woes, kind 
Reader, could willingly accompany you 


to Benignus's ſolitary retreat; but he 


| Viſhes to remain in his chofen, ſequeſter- 


ed hermitage, undiſturbed by the viſits 
el 
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of mankind. And as nothing in this lite 
ſhould ſeem to tempt him from his pur. 
pole, not even ſociety, that pleaſurable 
good, let us foibear to diſturb his medi- 
tations. I am in ſome meaſure grown 
familiar to him, from three viſits, 
and the accidental manner in which 
I firſt diſcovered him. Therefore let the 
following relation of kis dwelling, my 
manner of diſcovering it, and his mode 


of living there ſerve as a ſubſtitute. 


I x following the bent of my inclina- 
tion, travelling in the road of miſery, I 
one day was led 1nto the rocky foreſt ol 


Betavin, and meeting with little to amuſe, 


but the ſtupendous works of nature, in 
her 


HUMAN WOE. 117 


her rougheſt ſtate, I journeyed inte un- 
explored vallies and mountains, amidſt 


dreary deſerts, as it ſhould ſcem, beyond 


the track of human knowledge, 


TEMERIT Y, encouraged by the 
tremendous and awful proſpect around 
me, led me on imprudently beyond my 
knowledge. I then, like the entrapped 
fly endeavouring to extricate itſelf from 
the ſubtle ſpider's web, found my dith- 
culties encreaſe with my fſolicitude, At 
length the evening approached, and | 
grew weary of traverſing from place tv 
place, in vain, ſearching for my nalive 
Lom. Unknowing whither to turn my 
ſteps, I began to be excecdingly alarmed. 


In 
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In this awful ſtate, penſive I food while 
the ſun was reddening the heavens with 
her declining rays, an only ſpectator of 
my diſtreſs. I once more endeavoured to 
explore a pathway, and haftened over 
craggy rocks, and dangerous precipices, 
while the little chirps of birds and inſe &s 
ſounded the approach of night, ſeemingly 
to highten an agitated mind of fear, The 
moon began to faintly glimmer, when 
my laſt reſolve was to ſend up my pray- 
ers to heaven for protection. Juſt as I 
fell upon my knees, on tac fide of a rock, 
whoſe conical ſummit ſeemed to touch 
the firmament, I diſcovercd a imall ſtream 
of water, caſcading from above, which 


promiſed ſome relief to a weary traveller, 


whoſe 
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whoſe reſidence was inhoſpitable, When 
] had concluded my addrets to heaven, 
I haſtened towards the place of ſuccour 
to allay my thirſt ; and deſcending a rug- 
ged pailage, I was itrack movonlets : [ 
heard a human voice, from a cavity of 
the rock, cry out, Oh God! my 
« God !—Thou haſt in ftore for them 
« wholove Thee—rEacr.” For a time 
I pauſed in ſolemn fil-nce 3; and when I 
had recovercd myſelf a littic, I laid my 
head upon the rock, and learned that it 
was a human voice at prayer. I arofe, 
and thanked my God for my iceming de- 
liverance ; but even in this ſudden tran- 


ſport, fear and joy depreſt and elated me 


by 
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by turns. I then deſcended nearer the 
voice, and at length had courage tio ſpeak 
thus, © 17 mortal ꝛbhos re thou art, pity an 
helpleſs, benighted traveller, loſt and inſup— 
portable through fear.” This brought an 
apparent human form from the cliſts of the 
rock, who at the diſtance of abouc four 
paces ſtood ſtill, We pauſed, and tor a 
time were both motionleis like Hainlet 
and his Father's Ghoſt, waiting for each 
other to break filence ; and then contin- 
ued I, 1f thuu art mortal ſpeak to me—ſuf- 
pend not a lonely being's mind prepared for 
earth or eternity at thy vill, = — ** Who- 
6 cer thou art,” (anſwered he) © away 


with fear of danger, for methinks thy 


e plaintive voice would dilarm the cruel, 


« Tell 


1 
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« Tell a poor old man, who deals in ſiu- 
« cerity, what brought thee hither, iato 
« theſc unfrequented regions,” —1 an- 
ſwered, To behold the woes of human nature 
led me beyond my knowledge, beggared my de- 
fires, and made me a wretched petitioner for 
ſuſtenance and reſt, “ This place is un- 
« favourable to thy purpoſes, but if pity 
“and my little ſtore are what thou need- 
« eft, thou ſhalt be welcome to my all. 
% Follow me in hither, I will ſhow thee 
„an habitation of contentment, calcula- 
« ted for life and death, for my dwelling 
% and my grave.” I obcyed the kind 


injunction, and followed him thro” a dark 
paſſage into his retreat. I wiſhed for a 


light, but it was in vain to expect it here. 


Q However, 
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However, aſter givipg me fome ſittſe re- 
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freſument, ſuch as I bad never velere 
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to a ſtony bedſtead, covert! with moſt 
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by bis indaftrv. iur:ing > nicht ] 
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intervals when my deliverer aro:C 


ditatton and prayer. 


I x the morning, when day-light ap- 
peared a little through the cavities of 
the rock above, we arole, and he led me 
to the ſace of dav, which 1 was excecd- 


ingly glud to perceive. lere he enter- 


tained me with a relation of his life and 


Fg 3 © 
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ſufferings, painful to the ear of pity, 
but perfectly ſuited to my inclinations. 
experienced here the vanity of all 
earthly granduer. I bcheld a mind at 
peace in the kumbleſt reſidence on earth. 
| experienced allo true friendſhip, that 
pleaſurable good, where I leaſt cxpected 
t. For at © time when milery and death 
remed inevitable, the barren rocks ſcat 
forth a friendly inhabitant to ſu@cour 
me. Was | relieved that I pitied the 
afflicted, and ſhared in the diſtreſſes of 
the unfortunate through inclination ? 


perhaps yes. 
— 


LET not ches the arm of friendly pi- 
ty ceaſe to hold out ſuccour to the mi- 


ſerable 


EC ym wr ere. 
1 — 9 
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ſerable partners of our nature. Shun 
not, ye gay worldlings, the ſight of hu- 
man miſery to prevent compaſſion. To 
raiſe the dejected, is an angelic office to 
delegates on earth; it is the ſummit of 
all carthly granduer; it exalts the man 
above his nature, and makes him the 


ſplendid object of eſteem in Heaven! — 


B y this miraculous deliverance, the 
Spectator of human woe is once more 
dircted into the road of knowledge to 
behold —Ah !—what are here on whom 
the indications of woe appear fo viſible, 
They ſhould ſeem by their apparcl to be 
two of the oppoſite ſexes. —The female 


has a dejected, but venerable appearance, 


and 


HUMAN WOE. 125 


ard is about to ſpeak to me, I will ap- 
proach nearer to them. —“ Stop ſtranger 
(ſays ſhe whom I perceive is Britannia) 
« and read. Read the cauſe Sir of our 
« preſent ſufferings,” putting into my 


hand the following epiſtle : 
His Excellency General Waſhington, 
Tappan, OR. 1, 1780. 


BUOY” D above the terror of death, by 
the conſciouſneſs of a life devoted te hanoura- 
ble purſuits, and ſtained with no adtion that 
tan give me remorſe, I truſt that the requeſt 
I make to your Excellency at this ſerious pe- 
riod, and which is to ſoften my lafi moments, 


will net be rejected. 


Sympathy 


—— — 22 * 
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Sympathy tz wards a loldier will ſurely in- 
duce vour Excellency and a military trivunal 
% dhe the made ef my death to the feelings 


6/ a man Hound. 


Let me hope, Sir, that if aught in my 


* . 


— * * . * 
Harder mpre Hes it SCHD Cf. e001 TOTUNT GS 
— * 
- | 4 3 8 # 
irs £361 t 11 My / net ma me OS 
8 8 - 4 FA 14 1 f xrolent. 
1 F * — 17 4 # #+4 + k S | oy b Pa 11 #* kw þ 1 + +% i + wv 49 


. 


T ſhatil EXPEYLENCE the oberattions of toeje Jeet 
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am nit 19 tt ! a dibbet. 
1 PA He hour t5 be, 
-» 9 . #? ; 2 
Jour & x g ene! S mY. -bed.ont, 


And m Humble ſervant, 
JOHN ANVDR E, 
Adjutant Gener , : the 4 inſh Army. 
W ELL 
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WELL madam, and what is the 
meaning of this requeſt, for I have been 
fore time ſhut up as it were from the 
world, in an hermit's ſequeſtered retreat, 
where the mind has been exerciled avout 
objects of a more exalted nature than 

rl nter it Pur in 
worde C. mMideration * 2 a rico! * 1545 
* i I * ot Ju n 3 31 
ſtanding, am at all times prepare 
to ſympathize with thoſe who pity, for I 
' — ! * #% 4 1 A a _ 
have long travelled in the road of milery, 
from inclination more than chance. .- 
boſom, therefore, thy ſoul to me, and 
let me partake, in ſome meaſure, if thy 
woes. Woes (replies the other in a 


! 


manly but faultering voice) * ſuch that 
* this arm ſhould have reveaged, but tor 
* the imbicility of ac, Believe me Sir, 


„ for 
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« for futurity would ſcarce credit the af. 
c {ertion, that America refuſed to honour 
© the brave, but unfortunate Andre's 
« dying requeſt, which you have juft 
« read, He was a youth of a bold and 
© enterpriſing ſpirit, honoured with the 
confidence of his Chicf—but I will 
« leave this Lady (pointing to Britannia) 
« to record his life and illuſtrious cha- 
« racter, in the page of hiſtory. He 
« was entruſted with the means of Peace 
to Britain, and her rebellious offspring; 
4 but failing in the attempt, he was ta- 
« ken and ſentenced by a Motley tribunal 


* of his enemies, to dic upon a gibbet!“ 


J am an old man Sir, and wat 2 


6 ſoldicr 


ier 


HUMAN WOE. 125 


« ſoldier of honour who bled for America 
« in her diftrels. The time has not long 
« paſled, when fired with her wrongs, 
« this kingdom blazed in arms for her 
protection, and I, with numbers of 
e gencrous Britons, left eaſe and come 
« petence to repel the power of France, 
her then pertidious toe ; but now, in- 
« tolerable coatralt ! her great ally.“ — 
CRE L ICG ION and liberty Sir, op- 
e noe the unnatural league, but alas ! 
« inpratitude prevails. Are the names ot 
c Braddock, Howe, and Wolfe forgatten, 
© who died for — — lo! there they 
«ſtand to brand America with injuſtice. 
* Se allo an hoſt of military worthies at- 


R tcnd 


2 NA 


**tend them, who freely bled for the ſam: 
* glorious cauſe, and whonow rite to ani. 
mate my {peech. Behold their D:eeding 
„wounds, ſtreaming, as it were aticth, to 
t make cven the fceble great, in the cauſe 
«Kot an injured, brave, and generous nati- 
*on. Scc Ow {11'en ly, But expretlive of 
*©1ndignation they pals before us, like the 
**{piriis of the inſured, forced from their 
© ijlcep of death, as it thould ſeem, to rate 
*the ſtandard of revenge, Oh! ungrate— 
**tul country, hon haſt thine inhabitants 
been ſuccouied hy the ſoitering hands of 
n Parent ſtate, LOW thought too teebie to 
se reſiſt thy power. Reflect {Ameri 
* that the time is but ſhortly pafled, 


© Hnce thy hopes of protection, trom a 
* 4 3 
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« cruel and ſubtle foe were centered only 
„here. Reflect how chearfully we at- 
« tended the call with hoſts of Britons, 
% competent to the moſt ſanguine wiſh 
Kol ny inmoſt ſoul, Reflect that con- 
& queſts the mol brilliant the world ever 


p a Y 
© {iw, were gen up -- to. JECUrE--- Thee 


2 
— 


, — © : Y a i 

« from future danger; and reœco r ſider 

ee laſtly, what has been the return for 
5 


& this abundant care? — Name it not — 


cet ſtands upon everlaſting record, as an 


SIR; the natural zeal ot a. ſoldier's 
teinper inty lead you co cenfſure rathe! 
ſevercly. I truſt that there are, in 
America, men who, like me, are ftran- 


gers to ambition and ſeverity, 


I 32 TALES @H 


«ExcUusE me Sir, if I hare ſaid 
„too much, it was, that I loved my 


„ country,” 


Your age Sir, requires no conceſ— 
ſions. I join in pity to the fate of the 
young hero you lament, and | could have 
ſoregone ditficulties of a dilagreeable na- 
ture to have obtained a relaxation of his 
ſentence. — — Madam, what: is this 

" IR 1 * 5 . 
Which vou have juſt now put imo my 


; 
a 5 
er 


tis Sir, one of the laſt pages of 
the Britiſh Hiſtory : the character of 
„ Niazjor Andie, which I have been pen- 


ning: Give it to the world for we muſt 


«4 


now icaye you farewell.“ 
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CHARACTER. 


Major ANDRE was a Driton, 
born to aſtouiſh. His abilities were 1l- 
juſtrious even in the youthful walk of 
life. At an age when nature is on- 
ly a copy of matu er manners, he thought 


a +» 4 q * - - * 1 yy 1 + AJ 
and acted nike a MAN. Ihe 3 nv 


* dd — - . — 
car! CAUO Ft {4 pier prepared Lor enter 
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priie, and America beheld the firit and 
Jaſt action of his aſptring ſoul. Dildata-— 
18 % . olmoof; ves! x s A * op 1 f — 
In LC 11TELC Heis 5 1111. 1 Ainules tine SELL 1 
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of arets, his mind foar'd upon the win's 
of emulation in the tiumament of milita- 


ry glory. Willing to 0LCY, and qualified 


LEI 
I'S 


for the molt arduous and important pur-— 


poles, he was honoured w:th the confi- 
cence of his Chief, His rapid advance- 


ment 
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ment to honours was the reward of his 


unxearicd endeavours in the ſervice of 


his country, aided by the fneſt mental 
renniſites. When the proſpe t of felicity 
lu n'd upon an exniring © t. he wa 
C1.1 l * ved wha. «Li * , 5 \#2a4* \ 4 1% Was 
the choicn 1ntrument to Uni the unnatu- 
a 5 2 s * | "I" file ir | 'f BEE , 40 "oY —_— 
Tilt Wal, I 1 1 en 5 5 141 k us Cle. 
But alas, one fatal chance {het the glo— 
rious view: he was taken u tliathe lines 


AJ 


of the enemy's camp, and haitened to a 
meicileſs tribunal. His tirmnets in thoſe 
trying monients, aftoniihed even his 
judges. He there confelicd the "manly 
purpotes of his heart, undiimayed at his 
impending danger. While the awful 


{cnicnce Was Pronouncing, Its {ood un- 


daunted, He aſked not for life ; he 


p:caded 


FE — 
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pleaded only to die a ſoldier's death, but 
was refuſed, His prayers continued 
till his lat moments for the ſucceſs of 
that cauſe for which he was to die. Hs 
magnanimity 1Uum'd that 1cene wWicl 
was intended ior an igominous gloom. 


When h- aicended the fatal tree, the ob- 


durate hearts of his enemies were then 


melting into pity, too late to wreit him 
from the jaws of death. He died revered 
by his cacmies, beloved by his fellow 
ſoldiers, an! iamatel by his country, 
and his King. — — — — NIay his 
hallo ved manes reſt in peace, NIay his 
dezracling LUTLICUIAgS humovle the ulnbitls 
ous; and may his wrongs obtain from 
mat Power, which alone can give us 


vieſlings — an Empirce's Peace. 
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K 1% p reader, the Spectator of hy. 
man wits wut, for the preſent, retire 
from the walks of miſery, to wait the ifs 
ſae of that judgment, winch will dire& 
his future conduct. It avught in this little 
volume ſhould amuſe the ſerious Reader, 
an opportunity may he embraced, here- 


after, of rene wing the ſuvject, 
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fe 28, J. 11, for ſtream v. ſtorm. 
p. 98, J. 2, for forced, v. being forced, 
p. 99, J. 4, for conceptions v. connections, 


107, J. 4, for ſolitude v. ſollcitude. 
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